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Check In Question: What is your favorite non-religious holiday song? Why? 

 

Introduction: We have spent the last two lessons engaging in the task of proving, 

through scripture, that Jesus is the Christ. Today’s lesson takes us into the presence 

of Jesus as a baby when the men from the east (The magi, or wise men) come to 

see the King of the Jews. Due to their understanding of a star which identified 

Him, the travel to Jerusalem inquiring where He was to be found. This is a unique 

and awesome picture of what it means to seek out Jesus and to have joy upon 

finding Him. Further, as Matthew (a Jew) writes about these men, a clear picture 

emerges that Jesus is not just to be found by those of Jewish heritage. Jesus is the 

savior for the whole world which was foretold about the one whom God would 

send.   

The Visit of The Magi! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. So, When Did All of This Happen? 

If you read the passages from Matthew 1 through Matthew 2: 16, you will perhaps 

be confused about the timing of events. This is extremely important to understanding 

the miracle of these wise men who seek Jesus.  

Misconception: Church tradition has suggested that the men found Jesus 12 days 

after His birth. Unfortunately, we cannot support this with scripture. What does 

scripture say about the visit of the magi in terms of time? 



Clue # 1. Luke 2: 22 -24 tell us that Joseph and Mary took Jesus to be presented to 

the Lord. Leviticus 2: 2-4 states that a woman is unclean for the first seven days after 

birth of a male child and then on the eighth day she is to take her son to be 

circumcised. Then an additional 33 days were to pass before taking the child to be 

presented to the Lord. If the magi came on day 12 to present gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh, then Joseph would have offered a lamb for the necessary 

sacrifice. As it were, they brought pigeons. This indicates they did not have enough 

money to afford the first-born lamb for the purification. Thus, they could not have 

had gold at that time.  

Therefore, Jesus had to be at least __________ days old. 

Clue # 2. Scripture also informs us that King Herod had all boys two years old and 

younger killed (Matthew 2: 16). If Jesus were older than two, he would not have 

been at risk and would not had to be taken to Egypt for safety. Therefore, Jesus could 

not have been older than _________ years old. So put it all together. The visit had 

to happen between _______________ days after Jesus’ birth and __________ years 

of his birth.  

 

 

DID YOU EVER THINK: The star, had to 

identify Jesus’ location for quite some time. This 

alone is amazing that God would identify His son in 

such a manner.  

 

 

 

 

II. The Purpose of The Wise Men (Matthew 2: 1-3) 

Matthew indicates the men wanted to see Jesus to worship Him. Even though 

they were not Jewish, something within told them that the King of the Jews (The 

Messiah, Jesus) was special and important enough to travel from (most likely) 

Persia (see Isaiah 41:2, 46: 11 for references to the east).  



 

Thus, their distance was nearly 400 or so miles which would have taken a few 

weeks. they had access to some degree of scripture.  

When they get to Jerusalem they tell __________________ their purpose. His 

response is ____________________________! 

 

 Why did Herod respond in fear versus worship? 

 

1. Herod’s lineage is that of Esau, not David. What does this mean in 

terms of prophecy? ______________________________________ 

 

2. Herod had been installed by the Roman government. What does this 

mean in terms of prophecy? _______________________________ 

 

1. Why does Herod respond as he does? _____________________________ 

 

2. What does it mean to worship Jesus? __________________How do you 

respond when you realize that you must worship Jesus?(See 1 Samuel 8: 1-

8).  

To worship Jesus means I must: 

a. Serve Him 

b. Put Him first 

c. Bend my will to His 

d. ? 

e. ? 

f. ? 

 

 

 

 



III. The Proof is in The Presents (Matthew 2:10-11) 

The men find Joseph, Mary, and Jesus in Bethlehem. When they arrive, they bring 

gifts. The gifts further prove that Jesus is the Messiah! Isaiah 60: 6 and Numbers 24: 

17 indicates this event would occur.  

What three gifts do they bring? 

1. __________________ This gift is appropriate for the King due to its precious 

nature and value. This was a common gift given to kings. This also represents 

us giving to Jesus what is precious and valuable to us. He deserves the most 

valuable items we have. What is the most valuable thing you own?  

 

______________________________ (See Psalms 51 and Romans 12: 1) 

 

2. ____________________ This gift is appropriate for the King because it is a 

precious ointment and perfume. This also represents the incense or perfume 

used in worship. Frankincense has also been found to have healing properties. 

This gift also represents to us the idea that Jesus is to be worshipped as God. 

He is not just a baby or a prophet. He is God with us, Immanuel. 

 

3. _____________________ This gift is appropriate for the King because it is 

another precious ointment. While Matthew does not introduce death or 

crucifixion in this part of his writing, it is appropriate to infer that myrrh 

connects with funeral rites. As an embalming agent, myrrh points us to the 

death of Jesus. The magi most likely did not have this in mind when they 

presented these gifts, but it does point us to what Jesus will do for all mankind.  

The Gifts Tell Us  

Jesus is: 
 

 

 

King (Gold), God (Frankincense), Savior (Myrrh) 



IV. God’s Response to Their Worship 

(Matthew 2: 12) 

 

After the magi find Jesus and worship him they ______________________.  

 

1. Why did they not go back to Herod?  

 

Notice, the pattern again from the previous lesson.  

 

Action in Matthew 2: 12 Verses Shown 

The Word of God is spoken (tricky for this 

one) 

 

A person hears  

Confirmation happens  

Clarity and Joy Occurs when the Word is 

accepted 

 

 

Extra Ah Ha Thought! 

  

 Once a person encounters and worships Jesus, they have 

changed. Their old “paths” and mode of actions are no 

longer valid for their lives. Thus, they will have to “travel” 

differently and the Lord will be the one who directs the 

way in which they will go. Psalms 119: 105 Thy word is a 

lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. When God 

sends the men back home a different way, symbolically we 

can see that the experience changed them, but also that God was now covering them 

and protecting them. This completes the prophecy! “And He will save…The saving 

of these men from Herod is an indication that God keeps His word for His people. 

These men were saved because the worshipped Jesus as The Christ. 
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During This Study, What Have You Learned?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: Is Jesus the Christ? 


