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INTRODUCTION: As the lessons on Nehemiah conclude, we must ask ourselves a 

significant question. How do we really respond when God shows himself faithful 

and answers our prayers? Nehemiah prayed in chapter 1 verses 5-8 for God to open 

an opportunity to return to Jerusalem and impact the community by rebuilding the 

wall and the city.  He prayed. God answered.  After the work has been accomplished, 

the people of God commemorate their great accomplishment by celebrating. 

However, their celebration was focused on God rather than themselves. This lesson 

reminds us that after God answers our prayers, we must celebrate Him for what He 

does. Most importantly, we must acknowledge that God is the one who provides our 

victories and deserves all the credit! 

 

 

Readings for This Lesson 

Nehemiah 12:27-47 

Deuteronomy 7: 1-4 

 

 

 

I. The Dedication of the Wall—Nehemiah 12: 27-38 

After the previous lesson, the people have committed themselves to return to the 

covenant they had with God. They commit themselves to following The Law of 

Moses. Then the wall was to be dedicated. At this point, Nehemiah’s personal 

memoir indicates that structure of the celebration which is interesting. 

List the groups of people involved in the celebration. 

 

1. The _________________ 

2. The _________________ 

3. The _________________ 

4. The _________________ 

5. The _________________ 

6. The _________________ 
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What is Nehemiah trying to express to the reader by listing the groups of people 

in the celebration? It is evident that this is not a small 

event. It involves everyone including those living in 

the surrounding towns. The point of everyone 

coming to celebrate must not be missed by us. God 

had done a remarkable thing by protecting them and 

allowing them to achieve something that had not 

seemed possible less than 6 months prior. The 

appropriate response is to honor God through praise 

and worship. 

In your free time! 

Beginning at Nehemiah 1, create a list of prayers God had answered in the entire 

book. You will find that The Lord responded to each prayer Nehemiah prayed during 

the rebuilding of the wall. 

 

Why should you do this? This exercise will focus your thoughts to consider that God 

answers prayers, but we often forget to acknowledge His answer. God is sovereign 

(has total authority to do what, when, and how He wants) and the answer can be yes, 

no, or wait. For Nehemiah’s work, we see the answer had been yes to everything 

Nehemiah requested. One might assume Nehemiah only celebrated God for the 

“yes” answer. This is not the case. Nehemiah celebrated God because of the 

accomplished work. You and I should take a moment and see how God’s answering 

of our prayers with a yes, no, or wait allows Him to accomplish His work through 

us.  

 

Consider a request that you have made to God. 

 

What was the prayer __________________? How did God respond? 

__________________? How did that response further God’s work and plan? 

____________________  How have you responded?________________________ 

Did you engage other people in a moment of praise and worship for what God did? 

__________ 
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II. The Celebration—Nehemiah 12: 31 and 38 

Assuming the people gathered somewhere near the Valley Gate or in the area of the 

Lower and Upper City, imagine the effect of two large choirs encircling the city 

singing praises and thanks to God. The sound and the visual must have been 

amazing!  

 

 Where do the people end their walk around the city (40-43)?  

 

 

 What are they there to do?  

 

 

 How did this impact others? 
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When you consider how great God has been in your life, are you a person who shares 

your testimony with others?  

 

The example in this text is that their worship and praise echoed loudly where others 

outside the city could hear them. We know there were people in the surrounding 

areas who were not part of the people of Israel. Remember, they chose to separate 

themselves from the non-Jews in chapters 10 and 11 as a way of purifying 

themselves. (The purpose was to keep them from following the gods of the other 

people. See Deuteronomy 7: 1-4.) Imagine the impact of the loud and joyous 

celebration of God’s work in their lives.  

 

The powerful celebration seen in this passage suggests that our praise and worship 

should be loud, free, exciting, and impactful.  

 

 

III. The Point of It All!—Nehemiah 12:30, 44-47 

 

The reading for the current lesson covers a celebration experienced by the people of 

God who have completed a large building task. The completed task engaged the 

entire community of God’s people. The disgrace of a broken wall and tattered city 

represented the broken relationship and tattered lives the people lived for more than 

150 years. Due to Ezra’s teaching (beginning 14 years prior to the building), 

Nehemiah’s leadership, and God’s favor, the singular task was completed.  

 

The remaining questions of this series of lessons refer to the “Why.” Why does it 

even matter that they did this work? Spend a few moments considering the 

symbolism of the wall. The work galvanized the people together, but it is more than 

just a work that brought the community together.  

 

In Nehemiah 12: 30, 44-47 we can identify an answer. Notice, in verse 30 an action 

occurs before their work. The priests and Levites ceremonially purified the city and 

the people. Purification indicated a cleansing and dedication to God. They were 

saying to God, “We are yours and ready for use by you. We see ourselves as your 

instruments.”  

 

 How are you allowing God to use you? 

 

 What does he need to “clean up” in your life so you can be more effective? 
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The people complete their celebration by ensuring that worship and the temple could 

be sustained. They present offerings and financial resources because they understand 

that they had a responsibility to maintain the temple and the workers of the temple 

(Levites and Priests) over whom they rejoiced (vs. 44). Don’t miss the key phrase of 

verse 44… “according to the Law of Moses”. They did not randomly choose 

amounts. They gave in obedience and then gave offerings on top of their obedience.  

 

The sign of a person who really “gets it” understands 

that celebrations are not the end goal. Rather, they realize that meaningful worship 

aligns us with God’s purpose. True worship always impacts our actions. One primary 

action is our desire to sustain the work of God beyond the celebration. This requires 

that the people of God see their resources as a tool to build more than a wall. They 

see resources (money) as a way to build God’s Kingdom work.  

 

 

 How do you show your commitment to God’s work? 

 

 

 Are you obediently giving to God’s work which supports ministry and the 

people who work in ministry? 

 

 Do you “get it” (understand God’s purpose of ministry)? How do you know? 

 

 

 

The Final Question: What do you think God was trying to build through Nehemiah? 

Simply a wall? 

 

 

Closing Prayer: Lord, please build in me a desire to be your instrument of ministry 

each day. Amen. 


